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objects of this association are
bring Into th

dlatlnct Catholic alumna
for the purpose of uphold-

ing Ideals of Catholic womanhood and to
formulate plans for the extension of
Oathollo education. Catholic literature
and Catholic social work."

I Hnd this statement as Article IT.

S3 the constitution: of the International
Federation of Catholic Alumnas, adopted
at the convention In Chicago, November
IT, 1I1S. It Is the outcome of much
cartful consideration on the part of
Cathplo' women throughout the co&ity, '
and It expresses the alms which seem
,to them most worthy of endeavor. Abouta yea,r .had elapsed "slpce the meeting
in New Tork. wbarethe. project of fed-'rati- on

took denotU shape;. and during
the movement .had ; attracted '

Mch widespread .interest that ISO
rep- -

resented by thair. delegates. In .the con- -;

ventlon; various pur- -'
poses which sight 'call for cooperative
aeTort with --premise of success were
thoroughly discussed, and the objects
f the federation, as set forth In .the

article died above were
adopted.

The significance of this organisation
an3 of Its scope can best be grasped
through a survey of the situation' out
'of which the movement developed. Ita, Id i certain sense, a special phase,
of the larger movement which In re-
cent years has led to the establishment
f various associations for the further-

ance of Catholic Interests. The need
f uniting energies and efforts which

formerly were scattered, .though directed
to the same common aim, has made It-

self felt and has become more urgent as
new fields of activity were opened up.
In addition to specifically religious pur-
poses It was realized that education,
charity and social work called for or-
ganized endeavor: and this has been
secured by different associations each
of which extends to every State of the
Union. In alt of these women have
taken an active part, and It was quite
natural that they should ask whether
that part might not be given a more
distinct character; In particular, whether
women who had been graduated from
Catholic Institutions might not be able,
or even In duty obliged, to cooperate In
special lines for which their education
had equipped them.

Year by year our Catholic high schools
and colleges send out a considerable
lumber ef graduates. These young

women have been educated by earnest
teachers In the knowledge of the Catho-
lic faith and the practices of their re-
ligion. They have heard what the
church .has accomplished for the good
of humanity, the spread of civilization,
the cultivation of the arts,' the diffusion
ef knowledge what leaders she has

. raised up for the relief of distress and
for social reform ; what zeal and devotion
she has fostered, what organizations she
has brought together In each age to sup-
ply Its new needs, and what the results
have been. All this has been Impressed on
the girl In her student days through
her .lessons In 'history, literature and
science. She has been 'taught to look
on the church .not only as the spiritual
kingdom established by Christ but also
as a powerful agency that reaches to

very department of human life and has
work to do wherever the real welfare
of man Is concerned. .

From her schooling the Catholic
woman has learned to revere the great
ones of her own sex, the heroines of
holiness who found themselves nearest
to God when they were doing for the
poorest of His creatures. She has
learned, too, that In the past women
have had their share In such works as
the, founding' of colleges, the holding of
university chairs, the advancing of
science, the settling of public affairs
and the ruling of great nations with
the blessing and support of the church.
She has learned. In brief, that there
was a true feminism, with countless op-
portunities. In the ages of faith that
found beauty In balance and power in
virtue, without much shouting to pro-
claim or exaggeration to enforce the
rights that God had given.

Nor are these prerogatives of her sex
merely historical. They are exercised,
she knows, by thousands of women, for
the most part unnoticed by the busy
world, and quite neglected by the world
of noise and rush. She has lived In
dally contact with them, has taken pat-
tern of their deeds, has found them sym-
pathetic with her plans and aspirations
for the better things. She has not
felt the gratitude I have In mind that
her calling was for the religious state,
but she hss Indeed resolved to do her
true womanly share In spheres beyond
the college walls. She has caught the
Inspiration to unselfish effort and she
knows that this Is the essential thing
as well In the home as m the cloister.
In social service no less than In the work
ei personal sanctlflcatlon.

In the thought of such a graduate, the
question must at once arise: What is
this education to mean for the rest of
my UfeT It Is not simply the question
that occurs to every educated person
as to how her talent can most wisely, be
bestowed ;, but raiher this; what speci-
fically Catholic elements have been In-

cluded la my training and to what pur
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poseT Out of that which I have re-
ceived, what Is there that I can give
with beet effect and highest profit?

In other words, she has her Ideals ; she
sees them clearly enough from the In-

side, as It were, the side that reflects
her school experience: what gives her
pause la the other side, the bearing of
her ideals upon actual life, their rela-
tion to the environment which she must
enter end then their likelihood of reali-
zation in greater or lesser degree.

It Is just here. I venture to say. that
the federation has a preliminary but very
Important function to perform. It has,
through careful study and deliberate ex-
change of views, to make clear for all
Its, members those "Ideals of. Cathollo
womanhood," which It proposes to up-
hold, to emphasise their practical value
for life right here and now In this coun-
try of ours arid In" all lands of similar
condition. It Is' a process of focussing,
wth 'plenty. of light on ore side that
needs to be converged on the other ; and
the lens Is federation.

It la of course, a good , thing to get
people to realize that they .have, or by
their antecedents ought to have., an Ideal:
consequently that they are net to fold
their hands and drift with the other
drifters. But supposing this.. It Is a bet-
ter thing to make them understand that'
an Ideal Is either the most practical of
the mind's conceptions, or no Ideal at all.
The. fashion of thought which confounds
Ideals with dreams Is not to be com-
mended any more than Is (he error of
those who Imagine that the doing of only
common t nines Is proof of common sense.
Trnbahlv mistaken notions about the na-
ture and value of Ideals Is accountable
for more than one failure. People who
start out with the Impresslop'that the
Ideal Is too fine a thine tir"be attained
In ordinary life usually end by settling
down to' the much betrodden line of least
resistance.

It Is well then that this Federation of
Catholic Alumnst has emphasized the
Importance of striving for something that
Is nohle enough to nroue enthusiasm
and vet so closely bound nn with the
actualities of existence that the opportu-
nity to realize It l never wanting. The
fner that o manv educated women have
United and agreed noon certain things
as worthy of attainment Is In Itself a
success and It Is also a source of en-
couragement to further endeavor.

There Is more diversity thnn Is com-
monly thought among our educational
Institutions, and among the types of
women whlrh thtv nrodue. This due
not so much to differences In courses of
study or methods of teaching as to the
Influence of certain characteristic .traits
which make, one order of religious teach-
ers different from another. Uncon-
sciously the pupil takes on hahlts of
thought, attitudes and even ambitions
thst are Inculcated mors hy dsllr cir-
cumstance than hv direct Instruction So
along with the nlma mater devotion there
goes a conformation of the spirit which
at lmes might seem to lie of more se-
rious Imnorf than the essential being of
the .spirit and of the life which It sup-
ports.

None the less when all the differences
have been dulv estimated one finds thatthey are hut various patterns wrought
upon the sime subtnntlnl foundation of
Catholic life. The Identity Is far more
significant than the diversity. The same
beliefs lie hack of all, with the same
ethical standards, religious practices, at-
tachment to ths Church. And twst here
In the essence of things which differ only
by the outward slgna lies the basis on
which the federation Is to build. The
Ideals of Catholic womanhood'' are,
first of all, Catholic a truism no doubt
and yet not too obvious for emphasis.

It Is. however, obvious to say thatamong their Ideals loyalty to the Cath-
olic faith comes first. This Is the main
purpose of Catholic education. It Is the
most valuable asset that 'the graduate
receives, and It Is Implied In everything
else that her school or college has to
give. Doubtless, too. It Is uppermost In
the girl's own mind as she looks forward
to her later career. But It Is not uni-
versally regarded with esteem. By many
It Is considered a foible. If not a down-
right hindrance to the enterprise of life ;
It Is not "progressive." Our graduate
soon feels the need of adjustment not
by yielding to external pressure, which
would really be weakness ; nor yet by
refusing Jo have any part In the action
and thought of the day, which would be
idleness: but by discovering the wants
which only her faith can supply and the
errors which It alone can correct As
concerning these things the frivolous
have nothing to say: but to thoughtful
men and women of every creed It It, be-

coming more and more evident that in
spite of our progress, or perhaps just
because of that progress, are com
to the point where the world needs re-
newal by faith. We have tried every-
thing else, run through many philosophies
and adopted all the reforms, only to find
that our problems are bigger than ever.
Have our Cathollo women understood,
and with practical effect, that their faith
Is not for their own salvation alone, that
by reason of It they' are debtors ,to all
the world T

The' world, however, win not be paid
with worda It, Is old enough to. know
that counterfeits are of easy circulation.

looks' to deeds for the stamp of ken- -,

wlnenesa But deeds are don by in
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dividuals, and the life counts for more
than the profession. There Is, of course,
much acclaim for the resolutions and
the measures of reform and the solemn
promisee that emanate from powerful
organizations. And this Is as It should
be. But there Is always the danger
that the Individual will come to lean
too much on the organization and forget
to reform just where reformation. Ilk
charity, ought to begin.

This federation, on the contrary, will
seek to strengthen each of Its members
in loyal adherence to her Catholic faith,
both for her personal welfare and for
the common good. It will Insist that
each shall live up to the standard "by
their fruits ye shall know them." And
It will emphasize the practical truth that
example Is the most eloquent of preach-
ing.

For the Intelligent graduate there Is
nothing new In this insistence on loyalty :

she haa heard of It In all the years of
her schooling. Precisely so: but what
the federation .does Is . rr.a,nt to. offset
those Influences which so often 'produce'
indifference and doubt --These are not
as a rule of the violent, sort They
exert a more gentle pressure, appealing'
to the natural desire for recognition,
approbation and prestige. They create
an atmosphere; and In this atmosphere
there Is sorely needed a breathing space
for faith. There Is needed, In other
words, the consciousness of a standard
higher than social usage or general
opinion, and of Its acceptance by a body
of educated persons. The federation
recognizes this need and provides for It
by bringing Into communication all
those who are united by the bond of. a
common faith.

But, It will be asked, on what Is this--communication" to lay stress? In what
concrete torm shall loyalty to faith
appear? Where and how shall It bring
to realization those Ideals of Catholic
womanhood for the maintenance ot
which rhe federation was organized?

Womanhood finds Its Immediate sphere
of action In the home; Catholic woman-
hood has Its sphere of power, of activity
and of Influence' In the Catholic home.
There Is no other sphere that has greater
need of a life by faith or richer oppor-
tunity. There Is none that suffers more
when the Iktht of faith goes out or that
accomplishes more when that light burns
brightly. And the home at this very
time needs protection against encroach-
ment from many quarters.

Let It be understood once for all that
the Catholic woman la to be the centre
of a Catholic home: otherwise It will be
useless to talk of "Ideals" In any other
sphere. It surely Is not a happy state of
things when the child has to go away
from home to get Its Ideals of right liv-
ing, and less happy still Is the condition
when the home life counteracts what
education tries to accomplish.

There la reason .to fear that In onr
anxiety to make the" school do everything
we are really giving It too much of what
belongs of right to the home. "In loco
parentis" Is a serious reminder for the.
teacher, and It cannot be repeated too
often or too earnestly, if the work of.
teaching Is to be done with a sense of
responsibility. But the "locus" is a
variable that depends on what Is as-
signed to the parent and that approaches
sero as the home Influence decreases.
The function of the school Is to help and
strengthen the home, not to set It aside;
and even where the home Is not what
It outfit to be. the aim of the school
should be to correct and supply what is
wanting, but not to displace the home.

Here, then, we have a problem, or
rather a whole series of problems which
the federation may property undertake
to solve. Home and school must be
brought Into 'closer cooperation for the
upbuilding of Catholic life. What can
education do toward making the ties of
family more secure? How can the horn
life be made so purs and wholesome
that (t will correct and even prevent
the evils from which social and publlo'
life are suffering? These are questions
that cannot be answered with merely
abstract or theoretical considerations.
To get at their meaning, which Is the
first requslte. It will be necessary to
discover the facts of the situation to
ascertain the defects that actually exist
and. If possible, to remedy them by re-

moving the causes. It may be that
both causes and conditions are different
according to the section of the country
which Is under consideration; and again
It Is possible that In any section one
may have to note the difference between
city and country, between conditions
that have long prevailed and others that
are of recent origin. A careful study
covering these various points would
fumlah the data that should serva as
guidance In formulating plans and draw-
ing them out In detail.

The Importance of correlating school
work with external conditions and needs
haa been quite generally felt and In con-
sequence much attention la now given to
arts that are of service in the home and
tc many other lines of vocational train-
ing. This Is all very practical, no doubt,
and yet the fact remains that many a
home where "domestic science" was per-
fect has fallen Into ruin, and that many
"vocations" have been followed, with all
the mastery of skill, to utter destruction.
There Is more In the' making of homs
than the science of things domestic. Or
let us say' perhaps that, there is a domes-
tic art .which Includes the -- whole art' of

living. And then one is tempted to ask
whether the school gives adequate train-
ing In those things which endure when
all other forms of domestic science have
failed. Is there not a domestic xctsdom
that la more essential than the knowl-
edge of food and frill and furniture?
If so, then the school ought to eay:
"Seek ye first such wisdom, and all these
things shall be added unto you." But
the school must alo see to It that the
seeking be not In vain. .

The "art of home making" la often
referred to In a way that would lead
one to regard It as something to be ac-
quired later on a sort of post. graduate
attainment, Involving much knowledge of
the 'world, of human nature In general
and of some Individual In particular.
And so we are accustomed, Vear by year,
to hear of the abyss between school and
"real" life, over which commencement
orators are supposed to throw the bridge.
The. educator, however, knows "that the'
school experience Is Just as much a' part
of 'real life as that which later, years

.afford. And It la for this, reason thatwe are trying to adjust education ,to the
demands of business, of Industrial and
professional activity, of public life and
of social service. How far haa the same
or anything like it ben accomplished In
developing those qualities of character
which are the basic principles of do-
mestic wisdom?

Since the discovery was made that the
play of children has, psychologically, a
more serious meaning than was for-
merly suppose J, there has been a ten-
dency In aome quarters to make the
whole business of education a sort of
pastime. To the educative value of play
there has succeeded the rather uncertain
value of playful education. And this
notion, when It go beyond a given
point not yet as clearly given as "It
ought to be, results In th ellmlria'lon
of serious thought and effort. The boy
who has played his way through school
Is likely to become a mighty problem for
the presidents and faculties of those col-
leges which atlll Insist that '.thlctlcs
ought to allow some Intervals for study.

In the gradvH also, while learning Is
never to be made Irksome, It should not
become so amusing as to leave the pupil
without the sense of duty and of re-
sponsibility. He hears contnnually of
the power and opportunities which
knowledge provides. Would It hurt him
to get some' Idea of the obligations
which that same knowledge entails? It
If not necessary, we may assume, to
"enrich the curriculum" with a sepa-
rate course on duty; but might not a
more practical training supply what Is
needed in this direction? Its aim would
pot be to make the school a Joyless
place, but rather to develop In the
child, according to his measure, the
habit of putting duty before all else
a habit that will prove very, useful In
hla maturer years.

The Catholic ritual for the sacrament
of marriage prescribes that the parties
who are about to be married shall be
"carefully Instructed regarding the right
end Christian manner of living in that
estate." The zealous pastor, moreover.
Is not satisfied with the brief formal
Instruction which Is usually given dur-
ing the ceremony; he profits by every
opportunity in advance to make the en-
gaged couple realize the seriousness of
the obligations they are going to as-
sume. Now It is plain to see that admo-
nitions of this sort will have effect In
proportion as the sense of duty has been
developed In tho childhood and youth ot
the parties. If thero has been no such
development the most Impressive mar-
riage service will count for tittle; nor is
much to be hoped from the "sudden real-
izing" of obligation after, married life
has begun. And yet the building of
the home, for weal or woe, .depends on
the estimate which the builders have
formed of Its sanctity and ot the duties
which It Implies.

Herbert Spencer In his .criticism ot
the education which he found In the
schools of Kngland complains that while
much attention Is given to' the breeding
of fine animals little or no attention Is
paid to the proper raising of children,
l'erhaps It ,ls the recognition of this In-
consistency' that has led to the introduc-
tion In Borne of our schools of n teaching
Which, so its advocates assert, will do
away with the manifold evils' that spring
from Ignorance of certain subjects. At
any rate neither Spencer nor the be-

lievers In this particular "hygiene"
would seem to have noted the more se-

rious Inconsistency of an Instruction
that emphasizes the physical but' neglects
the spiritual aspect and needs. The real
hygiene, and In this case the, only ef-
fectual one, must be drawn from prin-
ciples of a different sort and source.
There Is still room, even In modern life,
for reverence, and the need ot it Is no-
where so conspicuous as In the attitude
toward marriage. But evidently It Is
idle to speak of the "sanctity of the
home" or of the "sacredncss of the fam-
ily tie" in the hearing of those for whom
the Idea of holiness, either subjective or
objective, Is void of all practical content

It Is equally useless to bewail the
weakening of parental authority unless
something be done to revive the sens
of responsibility and the spirit of rever-
ence In the form of obedience. An old
fashioned thing, ot course, this obedi-
ence! but so, for that matter, are sun-
light and air. As soon as we get sub--

Continued on Page 41.


